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Artificial intelligence (AI) has the potential to transform our society in a way that is still difficult 
to predict but whose implications are going to be deeper than previous technological developments. 
For the first time in our history, we will be dealing with non-human intelligences, able to perform 
tasks with direct implications over our material reality with consequences that can even result in 
direct human casualties.  Through this article, we will try to provide elements for the social debate 
that is structured around the future of AI and its relationship with humanity, by analysing some of the 
social challenges attached to its core, using the lethal autonomous systems as a paradigmatic 
manifestation of those risks. This article will present some of the main problems attached to the 
technology that underlines the urgent need for regulation and deeper analysis about its potential 
ramifications. 
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“We shape our tools and, thereafter, our tools shape us.”—

It is a time that fits in Gramsci’s definition of “war of positions” when “the old world is dying, 
and the new world struggles to be born: now is the time of monsters”.8 In this war, our tools need to be 
renewed if we want to ensure a future of progress and wellbeing for human beings and other species that 
inhabit this planet. It has been a long time since the moment when Hobbes met Galilei, and the 
Leviathan was raised as our best attempt to generate certainty, not from an arbitrary system of values as 
the one provided by the Catholic Church in Western Europe, but from a deep understanding of nature 
through mechanistic thinking. The dream of Hobbes of finding a methodology that can create certainty 
in chaos by providing a rational framework, with the notion of causality and humanist ethics at its core,9 
is quickly fading while we feed this age of post-truth. Hobbes’ time has passed and the law, understood 
as a technique10 as well as a philosophical resource, is showing dramatic signs of exhaustion in its 
current comprehension while dealing with the new technological frameworks,11&12 i.e., transformations 
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that raised questions related to one of the biggest challenges13 we have experienced in previous centuries 
in the rise of new forms of intelligence, or intelligence without consciousness, and how the public and the 
private must interact and relate to them. 
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“if we stop being the 
most intelligent beings on the planet we may also lose control.66"
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